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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 193 


[Abstract:] Wants the name of the Die Cutter of the Cent of 1793... 


S.S. Crosby, 
Boston, 
April 23, 1896 


Mr. Kretzer, 
Dear Sir, 


I am desirous to ascertain if possible the names of the early die cutters of the U.S. Mint, 
or, were particularly the names of the cutters of the dies of the cents of 1793. A proposition was 
sent, from England in 1790, by John Mitchell, to coin cents for us, and samples were submitted, 
which judging by descriptions must have been much like, if not the same with, the chain cents of 
1793. Mitchell was not the cutter of those dies, but the artist was known to the authorities at that 
time, as stated in the volume of “Finance” of the U.S. and I think it not unlikely to have been 
handed down through mint offices to you. 


I wrote some time since to Mr. Wm. S. Steel, having been told that he might inform me, 
but receive no answer. I take the liberty of troubling you at the suggestion of Mr. J.C. Randall, of 


Phil. An early reply will greatly oblige, yours 


S.S. Crosby 


[Enclosed note: ] 
No. 17. Treasury Department 

I would refer Mr. Crosby to an article in the “American Journal of Numismatics” of July 
1883, on “Our Mint Engravers”, by Patterson Dubois, who was at that time assistant assayer of 
the Mint. The article was carefully written, and contains all the information that could obtained 


on the subject. 


MC. 


